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My colleagues and | also had the op-
portunity to meet Patrick Leahy, a
young 25-year-old Maryland native who
works in the office of Senator FRED
THoMPsON. Patrick is afflicted with
Leibers, one of the forms of retinitis
pigmentosa.

Regardless of the debilitating effects
of these groups of diseases that Patrick
and lIsaac are afflicted with, they are
both successful young men who make
us proud of their accomplishments and
of their unwavering optimism.

I would like to thank lIsaac, Doria,
llana, Patrick and all Americans who
are dealing every day with these dis-
eases. We want to offer them additional
hope for a future in which we can soon
eradicate retinal degenerative diseases.

Research scientists at the Founda-
tion Fighting Blindness are making
significant and exciting advances in
the fight against retinal degenerative
diseases. The most solid advances have
been in the discovery of several new
genes whose mutations cause retinal
degenerations. These discoveries are
critical, because they allow us to come
closer to understanding the causes of
these diseases and how one day doctors
will be able to repair these genetic
mutations.

There have been significant discov-
eries in the areas of molecular engi-
neering and gene therapy. There have
been significant advances made in the
lab with vectors which are modified vi-
ruses that transport normal replace-
ment genes into cells to help them
function. This past year, there was sig-
nificant improvement in the new gen-
eration of vectors which have the po-
tential of being safer and more effec-
tive.

In the area of retinal
transplantations, animals tested in
labs with pigment cell transplantation
proved that such procedures can effec-
tively delay the degenerative process.

These tests must now be taken to the
clinical trial level where we can find
out their effectiveness on humans. This
is why it is very critical to promote
educational research.

Qur prayers are with the Lidsky fam-
ily and with all of those who are simi-
larly affected.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ScAR-
BOROUGH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCARBOROUGH addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. LINDA
SMITH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington
addressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)
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SPEAKER’S ACTION WITH RE-
SPECT TO U.S. POLICY IN MID-
DLE EAST COMES UNDER AT-
TACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, | have great
reverence for this House and great re-
spect for the office of the Speakership.
It is, after all, the third highest office
in the land, and despite partisan at-
tachment, the Speaker, as the leader of
the legislative branch of government,
serves as a symbolic representative of
every Member. The manner in which he
fulfills that role reflects, like it or not,
on all of us.

That is why | must express great re-
gret about the recent action of Speaker
GINGRICH with respect to U.S. policy in
the Middle East. In my view, this rep-
resents the most reckless and destruc-
tive undermining of an American peace
effort that | have ever seen.

Mr. Speaker, I have been closely in-
volved with U.S. policy toward the
Middle East since 1974, when 1 first
began my service on the Subcommittee
on Foreign Operations of the Commit-
tee on Appropriations. From 1984 until
1994, 1 chaired that subcommittee. |
think it is fair to say that during that
time, every effort by any American
President to pull Arabs and Israel to-
ward peace was supported on a biparti-
san basis by our subcommittee and by
the Congress as a whole.

When President Carter, at great po-
litical risk to himself, pressured both
the Egyptian and Israeli Governments
to reach an agreement at Camp David,
the Congress supported his action.
When President Reagan and Secretary
Shultz withheld debt restructuring
from Israel until its government adopt-
ed economic reforms that were a nec-
essary precondition for bringing ramp-
ant inflation under control, the Con-
gress supported that tough medicine in
a bipartisan fashion, and that enabled
us to provide some crucial help to sta-
bilize Israel’s economy.

When President Bush courageously
withheld loan guarantees from Israel
until Israeli policy on West Bank set-
tlements no longer conflicted with
long-standing American policy, those
of us in positions of responsibility sup-
ported him, and the peace process
moved forward.

The historic ceremony that cele-
brated the Oslo Accords reached be-
tween Mr. Arafat, representing the Pal-
estinians, and Prime Minister Rabin,
representing the State of Israel and
hosted by President Clinton, would
never have occurred if it had not been
for President Bush’s courage.
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Since that time the road to peace in
the Middle East has been harmed be-
cause of foot dragging by the Syrian
government, because of vicious terror-
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ist activities by Palestinian extrem-
ists, the sometimes disingenuous ac-
tions of the Palestinian leadership and,
most of all, because of the assassina-
tion of Prime Minister Rabin by a
rabid anti-peace Israeli citizen. The
collapse of that peace process would
have grave implications for every party
in the Middle East. It also would have
grave consequences for the United
States, for our security, for our world
influence and even for the safety of our
citizens at home and abroad.

Recognizing that fact after much pa-
tient hand holding with both sides,
President Clinton, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, Assistant Sec-
retary Martin Indyk and our tireless
Mideast negotiator, Ambassador Den-
nis Ross, presented to both sides their
best assessment of what interim steps
needed to be taken to keep the peace
process from collapsing. At that point
the Speaker of this House took a num-
ber of actions, the result of which
clearly undercut and undermined U.S.
peace making efforts in the region and
raised the risk of catastrophe.

First, the Speaker described Ameri-
ca’s Secretary of State as being an
agent of the Palestinians in negotia-
tions. He then attacked President Clin-
ton for turning America into a bully in
the peace process because the Presi-
dent, acting as an honest broker be-
tween the parties, has courageously
and frankly spelled out to both sides
the best assessment by our negotiators
of what minimum actions would be re-
quired to keep the Oslo process alive.

The United States is not today and
has never been a bully in the Middle
East process. Quite the contrary. It has
been an incredibly generous bene-
factor. The United States has provided
Israel with $75 billion in direct U.S. as-
sistance and $10 billion in loan guaran-
tees. Sixty-five billion dollars of that
has been provided since 1977, and those
numbers do not count various other
packages of assistance that this Con-
gress has provided through less direct
and less obvious means. Under Presi-
dent Clinton alone Israel has received
$18.7 billion in direct aid and $8 billion
in loan guarantees plus a number of ad-
ditional valuable items. For that kind
of money the President has not just
the right, but an obligation, to provide
leadership toward a peace settlement
especially when we have been invited
by both sides to do so.

Now a letter from the Speaker al-
leges that the administration’s, quote,
strong-arm tactics send a clear symbol
to supporters of terrorism that the
murderous actions are an effective tool
in forcing concessions from Israel, end
quote. In my view that kind of rhetoric
completely ignores the facts and in my
view is the worst kind of excess. Presi-
dent Clinton’s record in fighting ter-
rorism is exquisitely clear, strong and
consistent, especially in the Mideast.
In 1996, after a horrible series of at-
tacks in March, President Clinton trav-
eled to Israel and along with 20 other
world leaders vowed to renew the fight
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